


Over the past several years, the Da Nang Department of Health has improved breastfeeding and early 

human milk bank, which opened in early 2017 at the Da Nang Hospital for Women and Children. 
Annually, the hospital receives roughly 3,000 - 4,000 babies that are born premature or low-birth 
weight and that require special care in the neonatal unit (including babies delivered in the hospital and 

babies (900-1,200) do not have access to their own mother’s milk in the few days after birth and would 

Da Nang Hospital for Women and Children at the end of 2015 to pilot this groundbreaking facility and 
lay the foundation for other similar institutions across the country.

With technical expertise and support from Alive & Thrive and PATH, and substantial commitment from 

using international-standard, high-quality equipment. Alive & Thrive and PATH provided technical 
assistance for the development of stringent standard operating procedures and guidelines to direct 
the operation of the human milk bank. Alive & Thrive and PATH also facilitated shared learning 
between the Da Nang Hospital for Women and Children and other existing human milk banks in 

capacity.

In addition to improving access to donor human 
milk for roughly 1,000 children annually, the 
experience in Da Nang will demonstrate the 
feasibility of this approach. It will serve as a 
starting point for developing national human 
milk bank guidelines and establishing a human milk bank network throughout the country, with 
the potential to save thousands of lives and ensure healthy growth and development.
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